
Building HTML Tables – 101 
 

 

Table Tags 
Tag Description 
<table> Defines a table 
<th> Defines a table header 
<tr> Defines a table row 
<td> Defines a table cell 
 
*These are the main tags you will use to build a table using html 
 
 
PART A: The basic table 
 
An important thing to know:  if you make a table border = 1, then there will be a border 
around the table (the example will show you).  If you make the table border = 0, then 
there will be no borders (good for tables of images). 
 
To make a table that looks like this: 
 
100 200 300 
 
 
You type: 
 
<table border="1"> 
<tr> 
  <td>100</td> 
  <td>200</td> 
  <td>300</td> 
</tr> 
</table> 
 
 
*If you made the first line read <table border=”0”> then the box around the 100 would 
disappear 
 
 
 
 
 



To make a table that looks like this: 
 
100 200 300 
400 500 600 
 
 
You type: 
 
<table border="1"> 
<tr> 
  <td>100</td> 
  <td>200</td> 
  <td>300</td> 
</tr> 
<tr> 
  <td>400</td> 
  <td>500</td> 
  <td>600</td> 
</tr> 
</table> 
 
*NOW, to change the numbers in the table to anything else, just type something else in 
their place.  MAKE SURE you DO NOT delete any of the < or > parts or your table 
won’t work. 
 
To put headings in your table:  
 

Heading Another Heading 
row 1, cell 1 row 1, cell 2 
row 2, cell 1 row 2, cell 2 
 
You type:  
 
<table border="1"> 
<tr> 
<th>Heading</th> 
<th>Another Heading</th> 
</tr> 
<tr> 
<td>row 1, cell 1</td> 
<td>row 1, cell 2</td> 
</tr> 
<tr> 
<td>row 2, cell 1</td> 
<td>row 2, cell 2</td> 
</tr> 
</table> 



PART B: Refining the basics 
 
To center everything in a table and “polish” it up a little, you have to use cellpadding: 
 

Without cellpadding (what we’ve already been looking at): 

First Row 
Second Row 
 

 

With cellpadding (so pretty!): 

First Row 

Second Row 

 
 
You type: 
 
<table border="1"  
cellpadding="10"> 
<tr> 
  <td>First</td> 
  <td>Row</td> 
</tr>    
<tr> 
  <td>Second</td> 
  <td>Row</td> 
</tr> 
</table> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PART C: Tables of Images 
 
To make a table with images, the easiest thing to do is just add them into a content block, 
especially if you only want one row of images along the bottom of a page that link to 
sponsor sites (for example). 
 
You need to save image files of the logos you want to put in the table. 
Jpeg files are the easiest. 
Save them in your IMS SiteManager Media Loader so that everything works properly. 
Make sure the logo image is the correct size ALREADY.  You cannot adjust the size in 
the Media Loader like you can in content blocks. 
 
In the content block, you first want to create the link to the site you go to when you click 
on the image logo. 
Then, you add the image file that will be displayed on your page and linked to: 
 
To get images in a row like this: 
 
 

    
 
You type: 
 
<a href="http://visitdowntownmadison.com/"><img border="0" 
src="/uploads/media/BID_Logo_small.jpg"></a><a 
href="http://visitdowntownmadison.com/shop_map.php"><img border="0" 
src="/uploads/media/map_Cov_06.jpg" HSPACE=35></a> 
 
 
The <a> tag is always for the website you are linking to: 
 
<a href="http://visitdowntownmadison.com/">  LINKS TO BID website 
 
The  <img border="0" src="/uploads/media/BID_Logo_small.jpg"> is for the image in 
your media loader.   
After the src=”   you copy and paste the URL that is associated with your logo image in 
the media loader 
 
Don’t forget to close the tag for the link </a> 
 
For another image, just repeat, like above. 
 
HAVE FUN! (and remember to practice in an inactive content block!)  


